Brief comment text:

The comments of ARRL concerning recruitment and retention of new ham radio operators are relevant. Our new folks tend to migrate toward local repeaters rather than enter the sometimes limited areas of the amateur bands that they can access. They are seeking more challenges; in this connection, giving them digital privileges on 80 m, 40 m, and 15 m would help to pique their interest. Additional telephony privileges at 80 m, 40 m, and 15 m hold the promise of being more useful to them during the present low part of the sunspot cycle. I support ARRL's petition, and I urge the Commission to give it a real-world chance to build our numbers in the Technician-class license group.
